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Did you know modern-day Lisbon, the capital of Portugal, is the first European city built with
seismic safety in mind? And there is a very good reason for that! In 1755, Portugal was hit by an
earthquake that would measure nine on the future Richter scale.Portugal, which is located in the
Iberian Peninsula, has a rich history that dates to prehistoric times. The first settlers left amazing
art behind in the form of rock carvings and rock monoliths. These first peoples never left their
country but were integrated into the many societies that came to Portugal over time. There were
Phoenician traders, Romans, Germanic tribes, Muslims from North Africa, and Hispanic
peoples. This mix of ethnicities resulted in a unique language and culture of the medieval
Kingdom of Portugal, and one might even say of the modern-day Portuguese Republic as
well.Even though Portugal is probably best known for exploring the world during the Age of
Discovery, the history of mainland Portugal is rarely described outside of the country. This is why
the Age of Discovery is only briefly touched upon, as there are many other fascinating things to
talk about instead that might be lesser known to readers. The purpose of this book is to
familiarize English speakers with the events and personas that built the Portuguese kingdom, its
overseas empire, and the state that Portugal is today.But rather than presenting dry facts, the
pages of this book are interwoven with interesting facts and historical events that are little known
to the world outside of Portugal itself. In this book, you will learn:Who were the first people that
inhabited the Iberian Peninsula?What was the early culture and religion of the peninsula?Which
civilization first discovered the shores of Portugal?How did trade with the Phoenicians develop
the culture of the indigenous people?How did the Carthaginian and Roman wars shape the
Iberian Peninsula?Why did the Germanic tribes invade the peninsula?Did the Iberian Peninsula
thrive under Islamic rule?Why did the Christian kings of the north launch the Iberian
Reconquista?How did Afonso I form the medieval Kingdom of Portugal?How did the House of
Avis rise to power and start the golden age of Portugal?Why has Portugal always struggled to
preserve its independence?What role did the House of Braganza play in the restoration of
Portuguese independence?How did the empire end, and how did Portugal become a republic?
Scroll up and click the “add to cart” button to learn all that and more!
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Hawkeye, “A Very Simple History of Portugal!. Alert, this is a guide, a very brief and concise
history of Portugal that can be read in a few hours. This book is great for the novice and even
the historian will benefit from some points illustrated. The latter for instance is unaware that
there was very strong Burgundian influence in the forming of the Portuguese and Spanish
Kingdoms. This even in the face the first six Portuguese monarchs are referred to as the
Burgundian Kings and many of the early monastic houses are Cistercian!I enjoyed the read but
have some issues with the material presented. For example, The author seems to have
neglected mentioning the military monastic orders military influence of the 12th century and the
conversion of the order Knights Templar by Denis to the Order of Christ which propelled the
kingdom into a world national power. Additionally, the description of the Battle of Aljubarrota
between Joao I vs. Juan I of Spain is confusing. I have been to the battlefield many times and,
“the Portuguese did not have the high ground.” The battlefield is on a small plateau and the
English “long bow” was the deciding factor not the cross bow.I must say the author does a fairly
good job explaining the monarchy over the course of Portuguese history. However, a chart with
queens and heirs of all the monarchs would be very helpful. Maybe the work should be re-titled
“The Political History of Portugal?“ Additionally, there are no maps to illustrate the national
boundaries over the periods discussed nor any mention of The Inquisition that hampered
Portuguese culture for over four hundred years.The book is very well constructed on fine quality
paper with black and white photographs that follow the well constructed and edited text. The
book has a table of contents, bibliography, but no index, and is structured into thirteen chapters
that can be read easily in a few hours.”

Todd, “Interesting country and history. I've always wondered why the Iberian Peninsula was not
one country but split into Spain and Portugal. The book does a good job of answering this
question as well as covering the history of Portugal from Visigoths to Muslim occupation to dual
monarchy with Spain to colonialism (mainly Brazil and Africa) to the modern-day democracy. It is
really a microcosm of the rest of Europe in many ways. It's involved in the Hapsburg dynasty,
extracting wealth from foreign lands like Brazil and Africa, and fighting many wars over territory
and religion. I guess the only thing missing would have been more stories about the Templars. :)”

Crystal Crossings, “Portugal’s history came alive.. I have some history books about Spain but
nothing on Portugal so this book was very interesting. I did not know the Celtic were in Portugal
that is new in fact there was so much I did not know that my poor copy of the book is full of notes
and highlights. I was very interesting in the time period when the world was experiencing a
climate change that caused so much death. This was one of the best books I have read about a
country history and I highly recommend it.”

Dr. William Lyden, “Portugal: a Country you know but don't know much about.. I really enjoyed



learning about Portugal's history from before Roman times to the present. It is a country that is
well known but at the same time we don't know much about and how it can about and why is it
separate from Spain. For a small country how did it come to have so many colonies? This book
answers these and many other questions. I like learning about the history of places I don't know
much about. If you do to, you will like this book.”

Ebook Library Reader, “An uncommon read. Portugal often only gets brief mention in history.
This book covers the huge gaps. It is a concise review that gives enough to cover the important
storylknes and their impact on Europe and the world.”

F. R. Isom, “Portugal became a rich and powerful empire. When the kingdom of Portugal
emerged in the twelfth century and expanded in the thirteenth century there was no uniform
language to unite them. It was not until the fourteenth century that the Portuguese language was
established letting people all over the country read and write and communicate with each other.
The journey through three dynasties and two foreign occupations has solidified the country into
self determination and the desire to trade and politically perform in the world stage. This book
chronicles the development, triumphs and travails of Portugal from before it was a country to
modern time. You will learn why Spanish kings claimed the Portuguese throne. You will be
guided through the Portuguese dynasties. You will see how Great Britain gained control of
Portugal. You will learn why one Portuguese king moved the capital of Portugal to Brazil. You will
find that Portugal started the age of discovery in the mid 1400s by the exploration of Africa and
India and building an empire. These and many more interesting facts about Portugal have been
presented here. When I was teaching world history I focused on Spain's exploration in the new
world and mentioned Portugal only in passing but there is much here to be learned. I
recommend this book to anyone who is interested in European history and wants to learn about
a country that was once the greatest empire on earth. The book is well researched and easy to
read and understand. It is fascinating from beginning to end.”

The book by Captivating History has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 80 people have provided feedback.
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